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APPARATUS : 

REASONS FOR PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents 

Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

In accordance with the Notice published in the July 12, 2005 Official Gazette, 
Applicant hereby requests a Pre- Appeal Brief Conference. The issue at hand has a factual 
basis, and therefore appears to be appropriate for a Pre-Appeal Brief Conference. The 
Office Action's omission of essential elements needed for a prima facie rejection presents a 
clear legal or factual deficiency in the rejections. Thus, the rejections are suitable for 
consideration in a Pre-Appeal Brief Conference. 

A Notice of Appeal and the appropriate fees are filed with this request. No fee is 
believed to be due for the proper submission of this request. However, the Commissioner 
is authorized to charge any fees necessary associated with an extension of time to Deposit 
Account No. 50-1836. 



Claims 10, 12-15, 18, 19, 21-23, 26, and 28-30 are pending with claims 10, 18, 19, 
21, and 26 being the only independent claims. In August 7, 2008 Final Office Action, 
claims 10, 12-15, 18, 19, 21-23, 26, and 28-30 are finally rejected over the prior art of 
record as follows: 

■ Claims 10, 12-14, 18, 19, 21-23 and 28-30 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,365,139 to Kasuga et al. (hereinafter 
"Kasuga et al. patent"). 



BACKGROUND 
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■ Claims 26 stand rejected under 35 U.S.Q § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kasuga et al. patent in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,603,236 to Nagasaka (hereinafter 
"Nagasaka patent"). 

■ Claim 15 was not examined. 

Applicant respectfully asserts the Office Action omits essential elements needed for 
a prima facie rejection of claims 1-3 and 5-9. 

Brief Summary Of Argument 
The Kasuga et al. patent fails to disclose or suggest a radio controlled timepiece 
with a current time unit sequentially updating the current time information using the 
time corresponding to the time information received by the receiving unit. 

Concise explanation of aruguments 
Applicants respectfully assert that the Office Action omits essential elements 
needed for a prima facie rejection of at least independent claim 10. 

More specifically, independent claim 10 recites at least the following arrangements: 

■ a communication unit to communicate with an external communication device via 
the antenna, the communication unit having a receiving unit receiving time 
information at a specific cycle from the outside via the antenna, and a current time 
counter unit sequentially updating the current time information using the time 
corresponding to the time information received by the receiving unit as a reference. 

■ the mechanical structure displaying the time information on the time display unit on 
the basis of the current time information. 

In other words, independent claim 10 requires sequential operations of updating the 
current time by receiving the time information and displaying the current time. 

Current Time Counter Is Not Disclosed By Reference 
Applicants respectfully assert such unique arrangement of the communication unit 
with the current time counter unit recited in independent claim 10 is not disclosed or 
suggested by prior art of record. 
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The Office Action asserts that the timing signal counting circuit 831 of the Kasuga 
et al. paten corresponds to the current time counter unit recited in independent claim 10. 
Applicants respectfully disagree for the following reasons. 

First, the Kasuga et al. patent discloses in column 17, lines 45-49 that a vibrating 
alarm clock or vibrating timer can be realized by incorporating a timing signal counting 
circuit 831 into the electronic circuit to permit the eccentric weight 330 which is rotated by 
an ultrasonic motor 832 to be rotated at a desired time. Also, the Kasuga et al. patent 
discloses in column 18, lines 2-6 that an output pulse-selecting circuit 857 receives the 
output signal from the external signal decision circuit and the output signal from the timing 
signal counting circuit 831 and operates. No other part of the Kasuga et al. patent 
describes the timing signal counting circuit 831. 

Second, The Office Action rejects independent claim 10 by referring to Fig. 32 of 
the Kasuga et al. patent because Fig. 32 discloses that the timing signal counting circuit 831 
is connected to the receiving unit 853 via the data comparing circuit 855, the external 
signal decision circuit 856, and the output pulse-selecting circuit 857. Further, the Office 
Action states in the Response to Arguments section that "the received signals are amplified 
by the receiver circuit, and converted into other form," which are referred to in updating 
the current time as illustrated in Figure 32. However, as illustrated in Fig. 32, the 
ultrasonic motor 832 is connected to the eccentric weight 330. Therefore, Applicants 
respectfully assert that the other form mentioned above is not the current time information 
displayed, but rather a notice in way of vibrating the eccentric weight 330. As evidence, 
the Kasuga et al. patent discloses in column 6, lines 39-40 that Fig. 32 is a block diagram of 
the embodiment of the novel pocket bell, pager, mobile telephone, and alarm. Applicant 
respectfully believes that none of the pocket bell, pager, mobile telephone, and alarm 
necessarily updates the current time, unlike the radio controlled timepiece of the present 
invention. 
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FIG. 3 2 
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Finally, Applicants respectfully assert that the Kasuga et al. patent never discloses a 
configuration that updates, corrects, nor compensates the current time information. 
Applicants respectfully assert that the Kasuga et al. are totally silent with regards to the 
radio controlled timepiece that receives the signals and updates the current time 
information on the basis of the signals. 

Applicants respectfully and reasonably assert that the timing signal counting circuit 
83 1 of the Kasuga et al. patent does not update the current time information. A mere fact 
that the Kasuga et al. patent discloses the timing signal counting circuit 83 1, the receiving 
unit 853, the data comparing circuit 855, the external signal decision circuit 856, and the 
output pulse-selecting circuit 857 does not make the present invention obvious simply 
because the Kasuga et al. patent omits an important element. Applicants respectfully assert 
that the timing signal counting circuit 831 of the Kasuga et al. patent does not correspond 
to the current time counter unit recited in claim 10. Withdrawal of the rejection is 
respectfully requested. 

As independent claims 18, 19, 21, and 26 similarly recite the aforementioned, 
Applicants respectfully assert that claims 18, 19, 21, and 26 are also allowable for the 
reasons stated above. 



Dependent Claims 
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Moreover, Applicant believes that dependent claims 1 1-15, 22, and 23 are also 
allowable over the prior art of record in that they depend from independent claim 10 or 21, 
and therefore are allowable for the reasons stated above. Also, dependent claims 1 1-15, 22, 
and 23 are further allowable because they include additional limitations. 



CONCLUSION 

In view of the above comments, Applicant respectfully requests that the rejections 
be withdrawn. Applicant respectfully asserts that claims 10-15, 18, 19, 21-23, and 26 are 
in condition for allowance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Akiyoshi Onda/ 
Akiyoshi Onda 

Limited Recognition No. L0336 

GLOBAL IP COUNSELORS, LLP 
1233 Twentieth Street, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202>293-0444 

Dated: November 7, 2008 
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